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Amherst HHW Day To Accept Fluorescent Tubes From Area Businesses

Amherst’s Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Day will be held on Saturday, June 26 at the Amherst Transfer Station and Recycling Center from 9am to 11:30am. Amherst businesses may bring spent fluorescent light tubes and other mercury containing light bulbs to the collection for a charge of 1$ per bulb.  

For this collection event, businesses do not need to have a transfer station sticker to dispose of fluorescent light bulbs and other hazardous materials.  Businesses can also take advantage of this collection to properly dispose of other toxic products that are accepted at the HHW Day.   Some examples of acceptable products include oil based paints, stains, solvents, pesticides, etc.

Residents and businesses must pre-register for the event with the Amherst Recycling Coordinator, Marlene Barnett by calling 256-4050 ext16.  “This is a great opportunity for businesses to make sure they are doing the right thing with their fluorescent bulbs and it is very convenient,” Marlene Barnett, Amherst Recycling Coordinator.  “It is especially helpful for businesses that have small quantities of bulbs or don’t have storage space to save up spent bulbs.”

For businesses with a transfer station sticker, spent fluorescent tubes and bulbs are accepted at the Transfer Station Office during normal operating hours for a $1 per bulb charge.  

Businesses with hundreds of bulbs may be able to find more economical disposal options by contacting the Center for Ecological Technology (CET).  CET, a non-profit environmental organization based in Northampton, can help businesses find recycling options to meet their specific needs.  CET can also help businesses address issues like proper storage, space constraints, cost and liability.  With funding from the U.S. EPA, this technical assistance is available at no charge.  CET’s role is non-regulatory.  

Most commercial lighting contains mercury and is prohibited from disposal in the trash by state and federal regulations (310 CMR 30), enforced by Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  The town of Amherst and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts require all businesses to dispose of spent bulbs appropriately.  Fluorescent tubes, U-shaped tubes, compact fluorescents, High Intensity Discharge (HID), sodium vapor, and several other lamps contain mercury and must be disposed of properly.

Keeping mercury out of the trash through recycling can make a real difference in Amherst, as a community and at a business. When an employee throws bulbs into a compactor or dumpster, the broken bulbs release mercury vapors that can be inhaled by anyone in the area.  The mercury also travels to landfills or incinerators where it is released into the air and soil, eventually ending up in lakes and streams.  Once in our waterways, mercury starts the journey into the food chain.  Most people are exposed to mercury from eating contaminated fish. 

Even small quantities of mercury are extremely toxic and can harm the human nervous system, vision and hearing.  Mercury is especially dangerous for children and fetuses.  The EPA recently estimated that every year over 600,000 newborns in our country are at risk for health problems because of unsafe mercury levels.  

For over 27 years, CET has helped municipalities, businesses and institutions manage waste responsibly.  Please contact Lorenzo Macaluso, Waste Management Specialist for CET at 413-218-1543 or lorenzom@cetonline.org to find out how to start recycling bulbs. 
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