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“BEST” PROGRAM RECEIVES $35K IN FUNDING FROM BERKSHIRE BANK

PITTSFIELD, MA, June 7, 2007 – The Center for Ecological Technology (CETsm), is pleased to announce a $35,000 grant from Berkshire Bank that will fund an innovative approach to the study of science and technology in elementary and middle schools in Berkshire County. The Berkshire Bank Berkshire Environmental School Teams (BEST) project is an exciting new initiative that uses the school and surroundings as “learning laboratories” to give students a more relevant understanding of such topics as global warming, waste management, energy efficiency and school habitat. Students will tackle current real-world environmental issues by studying climate change, biodiversity, and renewable energy—and apply solutions like recycling, composting, and water resource conservation to their schools and their communities.

The BEST project will begin in the 2007/2008 school year at Conte Middle School in North Adams, Lanesborough Elementary School, and Muddy Brook Elementary School in Great Barrington. These schools serve students from diverse geographic, economic and academic environments within Berkshire County. The project is a collaborative partnership between CET, public schools throughout Berkshire County, and the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. CET will work with a team of staff and teachers to develop tailored environmental programs that will meet each school’s needs and interests. At the end of the year an Environmental Summit will take place where students from participating schools will share their findings and accomplishments.

The grant may be renewed for two additional years, which would help sustain the partnerships begun the first year and replicate successful aspects of the program in additional schools throughout the region. In each subsequent year, additional schools will have an opportunity to become environmental school partners and participate in the Berkshire Bank BEST Project. The Berkshire Bank BEST Project is aligned with Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and learning standards for math, science and technology.

In late June 2007, teachers will have the opportunity to attend a 3-credit graduate level course on environmental issues entitled “Everyone Is a Scientist,” designed specifically for the BEST Project, at MCLA. The Berkshire County Regional Employment Board will provide funding for teacher externships covering course tuition. 

“Our goal is for science to come alive for students, as they explore their school grounds and learn about saving energy and recycling waste at school and at home,” says Nancy Nylen, associate director of CET. “The Berkshire Bank BEST Project is designed to get children excited about learning and to make what educators are teaching more relevant.” 

Michael P. Daly, President and CEO of Berkshire Bank said, “This program is an innovative approach to the study of science and technology in elementary and middle schools that will provide students with a new and important understanding of current environmental issues and concerns.  The Bank has great interest in the program because it promises, through its science curricula, to make teachers, students, and parents more aware of environmental issues.  It offers the hope of changing the way we face environmental problems, which should then have a spillover effect on the community at large. The Bank is pleased to be a leader in education in the Berkshires and in the fight to improve our environment.”

Berkshire Hills Bancorp, Inc. is the holding company for Berkshire Bank. Established in 1846, Berkshire Bank is one of Massachusetts' oldest and largest independent banks and the largest banking institution based in Western Massachusetts. The Bank is headquartered in Pittsfield, Massachusetts with branches serving communities throughout Western Massachusetts and Northeastern New York.  The Bank is transitioning into a regional bank and positioning itself as the financial institution of choice in its retail and commercial markets, delivering exceptional customer service and a broad array of competitively priced deposit, loan, insurance, wealth management and trust services, and investment products.  For more information on Berkshire Hills Bancorp, Inc. or Berkshire Bank, visit www.berkshirebank.com or call 800-773-5601.

For more information about the Berkshire Bank BEST Project, contact Nancy Nylen (nancyn@cetonline.org) or Cynthia Grippaldi (413.445.4556 ext. 25 or cynthiag@cetonline.org). CET is a non-profit community organization working to promote energy efficiency, renewable energy, waste management and environmental education in western MA. Now celebrating its 30th anniversary year, CET is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
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