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3 Berkshire towns will earn bonus payments for renewable energy

Great Barrington, MA – The communities of Egremont, Great Barrington and Monterey are set to receive bonus payments from the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MTC) for a renewable energy project, because more than 3% of households signed up to support clean energy.  Assuming these towns each maintain this level of household participation through June 30, 2005, they will qualify for the MTC Renewable Energy Trust bonus. All seven of the communities in Massachusetts that reached or surpassed MTC’s 3% goal were in western Massachusetts.  Nationally, only about 1% of households participate in clean energy choice.   

In a time of tight municipal budgets, these three towns will soon face the happy decision of how to best use the money.  Towns can use the funds to install solar electric (photovoltaic) panels on a public building, put up solar lights or purchase a portable solar panel to power varied community events.  An energy modeling study for new construction projects or educational materials about renewable energy for schools or libraries are other possible uses. 

MTC’s Clean Energy ChoiceSM program provides bonus payments of $50 per household to towns where at least 3% of residents signed up for green energy.  In communities served by the Massachusetts Electric Company, residents can elect to support clean energy by paying a small premium payment on their electric bill.  The $50 per household bonus is in addition to MTC’s community matching grants that are earned when households pay a premium to support renewable energy.

Williamstown, Sheffield and West Stockbridge are very close to reaching the 3% participation level.  Williamstown residents have already developed a plan to place a photovoltaic system on the town library.  Residents in Williamstown have been building support for clean energy through that specific project.  All other Massachusetts towns and cities are still eligible to work toward a bonus payment, but they will not receive as much money from the MTC as the towns that reached 3% by the March 31st deadline.  

In June, two towns will also be awarded an additional $5,000 from the Center for Ecological Technology (CET) for a solar project.  This award will be given to two Berkshire communities with the highest percentage of participation in New England GreenStartsm, CET’s renewable energy offering available to Massachusetts Electric Company’s residential and small commercial customers. The award is funded by the U.S. Department of Energy.  

Towns receive matching funds from the MTC based on the dollar amount of the premiums households are paying to support renewable energy.  CET was instrumental in the MTC’s decision to include a bonus based on the levels of participation. This bonus ensures rural communities that demonstrated significant levels of support will be compensated for the disparities in population.  As of March 31, towns in western Massachusetts are leading the state by the percent of citizens choosing renewable energy.   

CET worked with individuals, communities and businesses to encourage hundreds of households across western Massachusetts to support clean energy.  The majority of people have chosen New England GreenStartSM.  GreenStart is the only clean energy choice from Massachusetts based non-profit organizations and uses energy generated in New England.  GreenStart supports solar energy generated from solar panels installed at Williamstown Elementary School and Williams College. 

Peter Fish, Great Barrington Selectman said, “Thank you Great Barrington residents for saying yes to renewable energy - and thanks to CET and GreenStart for giving us this chance to take personal responsibility for the future.  It’s time to get serious about renewable energy, as well as energy conservation. This award helps us progress as a Town in addressing our energy needs and usage.”

Choosing to support clean energy is one way in which individuals begin to influence energy policies, by increasing demand for existing and new renewable energy supplies.  Over time and as more people participate, clean energy will begin to replace coal, oil or nuclear power.  


According to CET, success in Monterey, Great Barrington and Egremont was the result of the diligent efforts of citizens who spread the word to friends and neighbors.  Both the Berkshire Coop Market and Guido’s Fresh Marketplace hosted a large window display promoting CET’s clean energy offering.  Berkshire Coop Market members receive a $5 coupon toward their Coop purchases when they enroll in GreenStart.    

In 2003, Massachusetts Electric Company started to give customers the choice to support the development and generation of renewable energy.  Customers who select a renewable energy option from one of the participating renewable energy companies help offset the environmental impact of electricity generated from coal, gas, and nuclear energy.  

For more information about Clean Energy Choice, please visit: http://www.cleanenergychoice.org.  To discover more about New England GreenStart, visit: www.cetonline.org.  CET, a community based non-profit organization, has focused on energy conservation and renewable energy for 28 years.  To learn more, call Raya at 413-445-4556 ext 17.  

-END- 

