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CET offers Cleaner Heat Option for Oil Consumers
Berkshire County heating oil customers can now purchase a cleaner heating oil through the Center for Ecological Technology (CET) Bio-Heat Co-op.  Bio-Heat — a blend of 5% refined soybean oil and 95% petroleum-based, low-sulfur heating oil — is better than conventional heating oil for the environment and public health.  

Bio-Heat is a cleaner burning fuel made from a blend of refined vegetable oil and petroleum (#2 heating oil).  This blend of 5% bio-fuel and 95% petroleum-based heating oil is referred to as B-5. Bio-Heat produces fewer sulfur and nitrogen oxide emissions. It also produces less carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions — the most common greenhouse gas associated with global climate changes. Because Bio-Heat burns cleaner than conventional fuel, it is also better for heating-system maintenance. B-5 can increase burner life and reduce maintenance costs, and can be used in any conventional oil burner without any additions or modification to the existing system.

Bio-Heat is made from U.S. grown renewable products like soybean oil. Using it strengthens our economy and increases our energy independence by reducing our reliance on imported oil.  As participation grows, CET plans to increase the percentage of bio-fuel in the blend and eventually achieve B-20, an environmentally superior heating oil option.  

Members of the CET Bio-Heat Co-op can purchase Bio-Heat from a full-service oil dealer participating in the Co-op. Co-op members are less subject to market-based price fluctuations, especially high prices that have nothing to do with the wholesale price of oil, but instead are inflated because of supply disruptions, future-based markups or other market forces.  Co-op members pay the dealer’s wholesale price plus a fixed mark up.  As the wholesale price rises or falls, the Co-op price goes up and down accordingly. CET monitors the wholesale and retail prices of fuel oil throughout the winter. The annual fee to join the Bio-Heat Co-op is $15 per household, $25 for businesses, and $7 for students and low-income households.

“In this market, where the world price of a barrel of oil is dropping, the co-op price is extremely competitive,” says CET Co-director Alan Silverstein. 

“The Bio-Heat Co-op gives residents of Berkshire County an opportunity to choose a cleaner energy option that is partially produced in the U.S. and is better for our heating systems and the air we breathe.  Bio-Heat reduces particulate emissions that cause respiratory health problems,” said Silverstein. “Using Bio-Heat in home heating systems will put us on a path for a sustainable energy economy and help to create jobs in the U.S.,” he added.

CET’s Co-op has been active since 1985. It currently serves 400 members in Berkshire County. For more information on the Co-op, call CET at 413-445-4556 x 24, or visit cetonline.org. 

Founded in 1976, CET is a non-profit community environmental organization that provides a full range of energy and resource conservation programs and services to individuals, businesses and communities in western Massachusetts.
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