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New Recycling Opportunity for Old Sneakers

Pittsfield, MA -- The Center For Ecological Technology (CET) kicks off an athletic shoe recycling program at the 28th Annual Josh Billings RunAground Triathlon.  Athletes, friends, family members and onlookers can bring all types of sneakers to Tanglewood during the race on Sunday, September 19, 2004.  No boots, metal cleats or spikes will be accepted.  In the coming months, CET will establish drop-off sites around Berkshire County in addition to holding collections at local events, such as the Josh.  


This sneaker collection is part of the Nike Reuse-A-Shoe program, which is being introduced to communities across the country through partnership between Nike and the National Recycling Coalition.  CET is one of more than 30 community participants. The collected shoes are ground into a material called Nike Grind that is then used in surfaces such as tennis and basketball courts, playgrounds and running tracks.  Communities involved in the Reuse-A-Shoe program can apply to Nike for grant funding to be used toward a new sports surface made with Nike Grind material.  

“Our goal is to collect 5,000 pairs of sneakers in one year.  The Josh Billings RunAground is a perfect event for collecting worn-out running shoes as many participants and onlookers are likely to have old pairs lying around their homes,” CET Director, Laura Dubester said.  “CET is creating an opportunity to get rid of the shoes in an environmentally responsible way.  We’re pleased to partner with a producer that is taking responsibility for its products at the end of their usefulness.  When it comes to recycling, reusing, and reducing waste, at last, the shoe fits.” Dubester continued.  


Businesses, schools or community groups who are interested in serving as a drop-off site for sneakers, or who would like to participate in a sneaker drive can contact CET for more information. Call Ezra Small at 413-445-4556 ext 17 or email: ezras@cetonline.org.  

About CET: CET is a non-profit energy and resource conservation organization that has served western Massachusetts since 1976.  CET receives funding from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  For more about CET, visit: www.cetonline.org

About the National Recycling Coalition: Founded in 1978, the National Recycling Coalition (NRC) is a non-profit organization representing all the diverse interests committed to the common goal of maximizing recycling to achieve the benefits of resource conservation, solid waste reduction, environmental protection, energy conservation and social and economic development.  The NRC is dedicated to the advancement and improvement of recycling, and also source reduction, composting and reuse.  For additional information, visit: www.nrc-recycle.org 

About Nike Reuse-A-Shoe: The Nike Reuse-A-Shoe is an integral part of NikeGO, Nike’s long-term commitment to promote healthier lifestyles for kids through physical activity.  Since its inception in 1993, the Nike Reuse-A-Shoe program has recycled more than 15 million pairs of shoes, and has helped donate over 150 athletic courts, tracks, fields and playground surfaces to communities around the world.  For more information, please visit: www.nikeuseashoe.com and www.nikego.com.
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