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Is it trash, compost, or should you recycle it?

Grant means garbage help for local towns 

An $89,000 grant means rural towns, businesses and individuals in western Massachusetts can get help figuring out how to manage their trash problems. 

The grant, which the Center for Ecological Technology (CETsm) recently secured from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development program, is meant to help communities with fewer than 10,000 residents divert waste from landfills and combustion facilities through waste reduction, reuse and recycling. “We're excited to be able to work with energized community and environmental groups in the Berkshires,” said Jamie Cahillane, director of recycling services for CET. “That’s the best part of receiving this grant.”

“Landfilling or combusting waste results in greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change,” said CET Co-Director Laura Dubester. “Recycling and reducing waste are things everyone can do to reduce greenhouse gas emissions—at home, at work and in our communities.”

Among other things, communities, businesses, and schools will be able to create systems for separating recyclables from bona fide trash, with a little help from the experts at CET. This grant will allow groups from pre-schools to senior centers to set up community recycling programs with CET’s help.

“Beyond bottles and cans, we can help people figure out how to reduce their total waste, and give guidance on what is recyclable and what is not,” says Cahillane. “This is a real opportunity for communities to take advantage of our services and expertise in the waste-management field,” he said. “We can lead a presentation or a discussion on topics as varied as how to compost, reduce waste or use less toxic products at home and in the garden.”

Businesses, schools and other groups often struggle with how to safely dispose of items like used fluorescent bulbs, outdated electronics, and rechargeable batteries. CET can help them all—last year, CET worked with the Becket/Washington Elementary School to establish paper recycling.  “We can help schools and other groups understand the regulations that govern solid waste disposal,” says Cahillane. “We’ll work with them to figure out the logistics of collecting and storing their recyclables, and suggest recycling options. In western Massachusetts, we also have an economic incentive to recycle.  Most western Massachusetts towns are paid an average of more than $25 for every ton of recyclables that they bring to the Springfield Materials Recycling Facility.”

“Keeping scenic, western Massachusetts beautiful requires the best practices to safeguard the environment,” said John Olver (D-1st District.)  “Know-how is essential to waste reduction, reuse and recycling.  This grant will provide communities, businesses and schools with valuable tools to preserve what’s unique about our area.”

“USDA Rural Development has been working with CET for several years now and we are very pleased to continue to support their efforts toward waste reduction and education about reuse and recycling,” said Rural Development State Director David Tuttle. “Our agency’s mission is to improve the quality of life in rural America and CET has proven to be a great partner in that endeavor.”

Interested in learning more about CET’s services? Contact Jamie Cahillane at jamiec@cetonline.org or call 413-445-4556, ext. 14. The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) is a non-profit energy and resource conservation and waste management organization serving western Massachusetts, with offices in Pittsfield, Northampton and Springfield.  CET is an equal opportunity provider and is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
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