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For Immediate Release

CET to provide waste management assistance to rural communities 

The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) has received a $99,000 grant from the United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, to expand and strengthen waste diversion and toxics use reduction in rural communities across western Massachusetts.  

Over the next year, CET will embark on a number of initiatives to reduce waste and keep toxic products out of the trash.  CET will help towns set up “Main Street” recycling in downtown areas.  They will also develop strategies for safe disposal of computer monitors and fluorescent lamps and increase the use of cost-effective “recycled products”.  Schools can call on CET for assistance with their specific waste management needs ranging from setting up or strengthening recycling to managing electronic waste.   

CET will conduct several types of collections.  Nationally, 4% of what is thrown away each year falls into the category of textiles. In 2001, discarded clothes, sheets and blankets totaled about 9.8 million tons.  In partnership with GoodWill Industries, CET will organize a textile drive in Berkshire County, so that these materials can be re-used or recycled.  CET will also organize collection events for worn out sneakers.  Although not a huge percentage of the waste stream, there is currently an alternative to throwing them away.  The collected sneakers will be turned into a material that can be used as a surface for athletic tracks, tennis courts and playgrounds. Nike Reuse-A-Shoe is a partnership between Nike and the National Recycling Coalition.  CET is one of more than 30 community participants nation-wide.


Residents often have questions about how to dispose of items like humidifiers, computers or cell phones.  CET can answer questions, either by phone or by email.  CET is also available to talk to groups about a range of environmental issues including climate change, composting, creating healthy homes and gardens and reducing waste in the office.  


Most commercial and industrial light bulbs contain mercury and require proper disposal.  For rural businesses, CET is available to help with recycling of these spent light bulbs.  In addition, CET can help businesses locate materials that other businesses throw away or find businesses that want items that would otherwise need to be discarded.  This matchmaking service has moved over 2,000 tons of materials, saving participants more than $100,000 in avoided disposal and purchasing costs.


Rural Development, an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture, has the unique responsibility of coordinating Federal assistance to rural areas across the nation. The Rural Development mission is to help rural Americans to improve the quality of their lives. USDA Rural Development works to make sure that rural citizens can participate fully in the global economy by building water and wastewater systems, financing decent, affordable housing, supporting electric power and rural businesses, including cooperatives, and supporting community development with information and technical assistance. With over $61.9 million of funding provided in 2004 in Massachusetts, USDA Rural Development helps to provide a better quality of life for the rural communities of Massachusetts.  The objective of the USDA solid waste management grant program is to help towns with fewer than 10,000 residents divert waste from landfills and combustion facilities through waste reduction, reuse and recycling.  

“Maintaining the quality of life in rural America requires all kinds of participation.  Organizations like CET make a significant difference in the life of many communities and for individuals within those communities,” said Rural Development State Director, David Tuttle. “The USDA is pleased to support CET’s efforts to improve environmental stewardship in western Massachusetts.”  
“Landfilling or combusting waste create greenhouse gases that contribute to global warming; that’s just another reason to reduce waste, increase recycling and select less toxic products,” noted Laura Dubester, CET Director.  “In the past decade, communities have made great strides in improving the way waste is managed by establishing recycling and waste reduction programs.  Sustaining these programs and addressing emerging waste issues can bring economic, health and environmental benefits to the entire community.  Support from USDA- Rural Development meets a vital need.” 

For more information, contact Raya Ariella at CET at (800) 238-1221 ext 17 or raya@cetonline.org.  The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) is a non-profit energy and resource conservation and waste management organization serving western Massachusetts, with offices in Pittsfield, Northampton and Springfield.  CET is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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