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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OLVER ANNOUNCES CET TO PROVIDE WASTE MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE TO RURAL COMMUNITIES


The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) has received a $99,000 grant from the United States Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service, to expand and strengthen waste diversion and toxics use reduction in rural communities across western Massachusetts.  U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-MA1st) announced the grant award today during lunch at the Williamstown Elementary School while students composted food waste in a program set up with CET’s assistance.  Joining Congressman Olver were CET Director Laura Dubester and Bill Gouzounis, Assistant State Director of USDA Rural Development (MA/CT/RI). 

At Williamstown Elementary School, a lunch room composting program is a natural addition to the newly built “green school”.  Students learned to separate their lunch waste into organic matter that can be composted and waste to be thrown out.  The collected food waste is then composted at Holiday Farm, in Dalton, Massachusetts.  Students explained the benefits of composting and showed the school guests the proper separation methods.  Congressman Olver was a delighted participant.  
Over the next year, CET will embark on a number of programs to reduce waste and keep toxic products out of the trash.  CET will help towns strengthen their existing recycling and waste reduction efforts. Schools can call on CET for assistance with their specific waste management needs ranging from recycling to pesticide use reduction.   In addition, the organization will tackle some new waste issues.  Cell phones, for example, contain heavy metals and toxic materials and become obsolete quickly.  CET will publicize options for cell phone recycling and help towns collect cell phones at their transfer stations or recycling centers.  Standard dial-down thermostats contain approximately 3 grams of mercury, a potent neurotoxin.  CET will work with wholesalers and heating and cooling contractors to encourage recycling through a free manufacturer sponsored program.  CET will also work with several towns to collect quality left over building supplies from home renovations.  

CET will reach new audiences about waste reduction, environmentally preferable purchasing and toxic use reduction through partnerships with health care professionals, concerned citizen groups and outreach to new homeowners.  
Rural Development was created in 1994, after a reorganization of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and includes programs formerly administered through the Farmers Home Administration. Rural Development’s current structure includes the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, the Rural Housing Service and the Rural Utilities Service.  With over $66 million in fiscal year 2003 funding in the State of Massachusetts, USDA Rural Development helps to provide a better quality of life for the rural communities of Massachusetts.  The objective of the USDA solid waste grants program is to help towns with fewer than 10,000 residents divert waste from landfills and combustion facilities through waste reduction, reuse and recycling. 

"Western Massachusetts is a leader in the state and nation in its commitment to environmental protection,” said U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-MA First District).  “CET does innovative work from engaging school children in recycling and composting to working with towns and businesses.  I will continue my efforts to secure federal resources to allow CET to continue this important work."  (revised, please review and modify)

“Quality organizations like CET and the support of government leaders like Congressman Olver help to safeguard rural America’s environment,” said Rural Development Assistant State Director, Bill Gouzounis.  “The USDA is pleased to assist CET’s efforts to teach future generations the importance of solid and toxic waste reduction and management.” 

“As the connections between waste and health, environment and climate change become more clear, so does the importance of selecting less toxic products and disposing of then safely when we no longer need them.  With no “away” to throw to, we need to come up with convenient and affordable solutions for residents, businesses and towns.  During these tough economic times, the support from USDA- Rural Utilities Service meets a vital need” stated Laura Dubester, CET Director.  “As you can see at the Williamstown Elementary School, once a sensible program is in place, school children find it easy to do their part for the environment.”


For more information, contact Joy Kirschenbaum at CET at (413) 445-4556, 1-800-238-1221 or joyk@cetonline.org.  The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) is a non-profit energy and resource conservation and waste management organization serving western Massachusetts, with offices in Pittsfield, Northampton and Springfield.  CET is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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