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“Greening the Farm” Tour features efficient and renewable energy options


Bartlett’s Orchard in Richmond, Massachusetts will host an energy tour on Monday, July 19, 2004, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  This is the third in a series of “Greening the Farm” tours coordinated by the Center for Ecological Technology (CET).  The tours highlight how energy efficient technologies and renewable energy can benefit farms by reducing energy usage and reduces costs. The tours are also an opportunity for farmers to hear firsthand how a technology improves operations and lessens environmental impacts of farm operations.  Area farmers and interested others are invited to this free tour. 


For over fifty years, four generations of the Bartlett family have been growing apples on this 52-acre farm.  Their trees produce an average of 20,000 bushels a year, many of which are sold at the farm’s 30-year-old farm stand.  The farm stand also has a bakery and sells gourmet New England products.  


Joan Chapman-Bartlett will lead a tour of the farm stand.  She will discuss the energy efficient lighting and the process the farm went through to install it.  Robert Dvorchik, Senior Project Administrator for Western Massachusetts Electric Company (WMECO) will explain financial incentives available to farmers through WMECO.  He will also describe other possible efficiency improvements for farm applications, such as energy efficient refrigeration.  When the Bartlett’s installed energy efficient lighting both inside and outside the farm stand, they started to save as much as $300 a month on their electricity costs.   


“Not only do the energy efficient improvements save us money each month, they improve the quality of light in and around the store.  By using less energy, we are doing our part to reduce pollutants in the air that can harm our soil through acid rain.  Making the decision to change our lighting made both economic and environmental sense,” said Joan Chapman-Bartlett.   


After completing the tour of Bartlett’s orchard, the group will walk down the road to the neighboring home of Stephen Congdon.  Congdon’s 1800’s colonial house has ground-mounted solar electric panels and a solar domestic hot water system mounted on the roof.  The house is designed to maximize heat gain from the sun, and features energy efficient lighting and appliances to make the most of the solar electricity.  Mr. Congdon has been a Berkshire County pioneer in solar energy and he will be available to explain the different technologies in use at his home and the benefits of producing his own electricity.  


Farmers will be able to sign-up for a free green energy assessment, during which CET energy technicians will spend about two hours on-farm to evaluate electric loads, identify saving opportunities, discuss new technologies, determine pay-back periods, and explore other low cost technologies appropriate for the farm.  Farmers who are interested can also have their farm evaluated for its capacity to generate clean, green electricity and reduce dependency on fossil fuels.

This tour is part of a larger effort, “Energy and Small Farm Sustainability”, coordinated by CET and funded by the Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program.  CET is assisting farmers in reducing their energy costs and exploring renewable energy technologies.  Although the program cannot pay for farm energy improvements, staff will help farmers locate and apply for funds to increase energy efficiency and to invest in generating electricity as a new farm crop. 

Please pre-register if you are interested in attending.  Please dress appropriately for the weather and wear good walking shoes.  To find out more about this project and services available, please contact Ruth Dinerman at CET, ruthd@cetonline.org or call 413-445-4556 ext. 16 or Amy Johns, amyj@cetonline.org or call 413-445-4556 ext. 14.   

CET is a non-profit energy and resource conservation organization that has served western Massachusetts since 1976.  CET receives funding from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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