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Neighborhood doors open for the 2007 Green Buildings Open House

Kick-off event to be held at Berkshire Museum 
A dome home, a net-zero energy use home, a non-toxic and chemical-free bed and breakfast, and two families combining living and working quarters are among the many highlights on the 2007 Green Buildings Open House Tour, slated for Saturday, October 6. The tour gives the public the chance to see clean, renewable energy at work and discover the ways people are conserving energy, saving money and protecting the environment.

The local open house is part of a regionwide Green Buildings Open House organized by the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (NESEA) and coordinated locally by the Center for Ecological Technology (CET). The Open House is part of the American Solar Energy Society’s National Solar Tour and presents an opportunity to learn first-hand how incorporating green elements can help reduce heating costs, increase energy conservation and even generate surplus clean energy.

Sixteen solar or otherwise “green” homes, businesses and public buildings in the Berkshires will open their doors at specific times between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. for the sixth annual tour. CET has produced a guide booklet for the Open House with highlights of green building features, photos, hours and directions to each site. The booklet is available by calling CET at 413-445-4556 ext. 25 or as a pdf download on www.cetonline.org.

On Friday, October 5, at 5:30 p.m. CET will host a pre-tour kick off event at the Berkshire Museum in Pittsfield. Dr. Bill Moomaw will talk about all aspects of designing, building and living in a net-zero energy use home in the Berkshires in his presentation, Living Deliberately in the 21st Century. Locally produced hors d’oeuvres and the CET guide booklet will be provided.

Moomaw is director of the Center for International Environment and Resource Policy at The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. He is active in climate change policy at the national and international level, and he is a member of CET’s board of directors. 

The Moomaw home in Williamstown is one of those featured on the Berkshire tour. The home uses no fossil fuels and is classified as a net zero energy use residence. “What that means is we’ll use as much energy as we produce,” says Moomaw. The home employs a 7.2 kW photovoltaic solar array and a geothermal heat pump system, in addition to numerous energy efficiency measures. Bill and Margot Moomaw also purchased all the home’s construction materials from within a 500-mile radius, and much of the native meadowland surrounding their home will remain untouched. When construction is complete, the Moomaw home will be LEED and ENERGY STARTM-certified.   

Several of the homes and businesses on tour this year are built according to the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System™.  The LEED system is the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, construction and operation of high performance green buildings. LEED promotes a whole-building approach to sustainability by recognizing performance in five key areas of human and environmental health: sustainable site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection, and indoor environmental quality. 

Examples of green features that are used in homes and buildings that will be open during this event include passive solar heating, solar hot water collection and storage, radiant floor heating, the generation of electricity using solar photovoltaics, and hydropower or wind.  Energy-saving appliances and techniques (super-insulation and sealing air leaks), use of sustainable and healthy building materials, and the use of water-saving fixtures and energy efficient lighting are featured in many green buildings.  To improve indoor air quality, green building materials also address allergy/asthma-sensitivities and include paints, insulation, and carpeting.  Local, sustainably-harvested wood products are also demonstrated. 

Visitors may learn about how they can support the expanded development of renewable energy by purchasing clean renewable energy through their utility company or a green electricity provider.

“Many people believe that our country’s energy problems, global warming, and fuel costs are beyond our control,” said Nancy Nylen, associate director of CET.  “But the Green Buildings Open House shows specific steps we all can take to make a difference.  The chance to talk with those who’ve already done so is inspiring and will show how everyone can have a positive effect on these global issues.”

To find out more about the Open House and energy efficient buildings, and to obtain directions to the sites on the tour, contact CET at 413-445-4556, visit www.cetonline.org or stop by the CET office at 112 Elm Street in Pittsfield, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Tour goers can also visit the NESEA website, at www.nesea.org, and follow the links to the Berkshire area buildings under Massachusetts.

CET is a non-profit energy and resource conservation organization that has served western Massachusetts since 1976.  CET receives funding from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  CET is an equal opportunity employer and service provider. Support for the Green Buildings Open House in Berkshire County is from the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative and the U.S. Department of Energy. 
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