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Greater Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce partners with CET to increase light bulb recycling

The Greater Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce and the Center for Ecological Technology (CET), a local non-profit organization, are making it easier for businesses to recycle light bulbs that contain mercury.  Most commercial and industrial light bulbs contain mercury, including fluorescent tubes, high-intensity discharge (HID), metal halide and high-pressure sodium lamps.  
State and federal regulations prohibit disposing of these lamps in the trash. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) enforces these regulations. 

Businesses, government and large institutions use 80% of all lamps containing mercury.  CET has funding from the U.S. EPA to increase recycling of these products.  CET will provide no-cost assistance to make it easier for businesses to comply with these federal and state regulations regarding lighting waste.  CET’s role is non-regulatory and will help businesses with issues like proper storage, space constraints, cost and liability.  For over 28 years, CET has helped municipalities, businesses and institutions manage waste responsibly.  

Keeping mercury out of the trash through recycling can make a real difference in our community and at your business. When an employee throws bulbs into a compactor or dumpster, the broken bulbs release mercury vapors that can be inhaled by anyone in the area.  Even if the bulbs aren’t broken at that point, when they arrive at the disposal site, the risk is high for mercury being released into the air and soil. Eventually, the mercury ends up in lakes and streams.  Once in our waterways, mercury starts the journey into the food chain.  Most people are exposed to mercury from eating contaminated fish. 

Even small quantities of mercury are extremely toxic and can harm the human nervous system, vision and hearing.  Mercury is especially dangerous for children and fetuses.  The EPA recently estimated that every year 630,000 newborns in our country are at risk for potentially serious health problems because of unsafe mercury levels.  

Many businesses in the Springfield area have a unique opportunity to work with Energy Answers Company/Springfield (eco).  (eco) runs the Bondi’s Island waste-to-energy facility and is willing to cover transportation costs, storage and consolidation fees and administrative paper work.  Participating businesses will be billed only for the actual recycling cost.  

To get help with recycling spent lamps, contact CET’s Lorenzo Macaluso at 413-218-1543. Resources to help with setting up a lamp recycling program, can be found at: 

www.cetonline.org/FarmBusiness/fluor_bulbrecycling.htm
Let’s work together to make the Springfield region a cleaner, safer place to work and a safer place for our children.    

SIDE BAR:

Find out more about lamp recycling. Regulatory information, bid sheets, and details about the eco program can be found online at CET’s website: http://www.cetonline.org/FarmBusiness/fluor_bulbrecycling.htm
Get help getting started:  Contact CET’s Lorenzo Macaluso at 413-218-1543.

Learn more about eco’s program to recycle spent lamps, call 413-785-5120 ext 107
