DATE:  May 25, 2007

CONTACT:  Nancy Nylen at CET (413-458-5688)

GREENING YOUR COMMUNITY 
Half-day Workshop for Municipal Leaders

Across the Berkshires, community leaders are seeking ways to address rising energy costs and citizen concern about climate change. Several municipalities have pledged to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including Great Barrington, Lenox, Pittsfield, Stockbridge and Williamstown, which are participating in the Cities for Climate Protection program. A great place to start is with municipal operations, including the town hall, town garage, schools, water treatment facilities and vehicles.  Local bylaws and regulations provide additional exciting and innovative opportunities.  

"Greening Your Community:  Leading by Example" is a half-day workshop for municipal officials, key staff and citizen groups that will take place at Hancock Shaker Village on June 6 from 8:30 a.m. to noon. This timely and practical workshop, is free of charge and will highlight concrete steps municipalities can take to "green" their communities. To register for the workshop, contact Nancy Nylen at 413-458-5688 or nancyn@cetonline.org no later than June 1.

Speakers from towns and cities in the Berkshires and beyond will share success stories, challenges, lessons learned and information about tools and resources to help communities accomplish goals.  In addition, organizations with technical and financial resources will set up informational tables and be available to talk with attendees one-on-one about their services.  

Greening Your Community Workshop agenda:


8:30 
Check-in and coffee


9:00 
Welcome and Introductory Remarks


9:15 
Presentations 

· Getting started: forming a committee; passing a resolution; setting goals

· Energy Conservation and Efficiency: municipal buildings, bylaws 


· Clean Energy - installing renewable systems; purchasing green power

· Recycling/waste management: recycling; composting; reduction

· Transportation:  municipal vehicles, bio-fuels, bike paths, anti-idling


11:15 - Wrap-up/next steps


11:30 - Visit informational tables


Municipalities are encouraged to bring a team to the workshop.  According to Jane Allen, Chairman of the Williamstown COOL Committee, “To be successful in implementing and sustaining new programs and initiatives, you need more than one person.  We encourage 3-5 people from each town to attend. Attendees could include the town administrator/manager/mayor, public works director, selectmen/city counselors, members of town boards, and concerned citizens.”

Greening Your Community is coordinated by the Center for Ecological Technology (CET), together with planning committee members Jane Allen (Williamstown), Greg Federspiel (Lenox), Peter Fish (Great Barrington), John Krol (Pittsfield), and George Shippey (Stockbridge).  Funding is from the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative. CET is a non-profit community organization working to promote energy efficiency, renewable energy, waste management and environmental education in western MA. Now celebrating its 30th anniversary year, CET is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
