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Area Middle School Students Advance to Regional Junior Solar Sprint Competition

On Saturday, June 5th, middle school students and their families gathered at Reid Middle School in Pittsfield to enter their model solar cars in the 5th Berkshire-Hudson area Junior Solar Sprint (JSS).  The Center for Ecological Technology (CET), coordinator of the event, is pleased to announce that the top 12 teams will advance to the Northeast Junior Solar Sprint Championship.  The regional championship will be held on June 13th at the Springfield Science Museum in Springfield, Massachusetts.  Middle school students from the Berkshire-Hudson region will join students from New England, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and Washington DC.  CET coordinated the JSS event with support from Berkshire Bank, Berkshire Gas Company, Northeast Sustainable Energy Association and the U.S. Department of Energy.

The Junior Solar Sprint is a fun and educational competition for students in grades 5-8 who work in teams to build miniature vehicles powered by the sun and learn first-hand about non-polluting transportation. Student cars were judged in four categories, on the basis of design and craftsmanship as well as technical merit and performance. The top three winners in each category are now eligible to compete in the regional championship. 

“We are thrilled by the creativity and enthusiasm of so many students, and that several now have the opportunity to participate in the regional event,” said Nancy Nylen of CET.  “It’s great to see students and teachers working together on projects, and then to see their peers cheer them on at the solar sprint event.”
Award winners for the Berkshire-Hudson Area JUNIOR SOLAR SPRINT- June 5, 2004 were the following:

Technical Merit 
1st Place: Conte Middle School, North Adams, MA - Chris Mowe, Alex Segala, Jeff Vecellio – “Nike” 

2nd Place: Reid Middle School, Pittsfield, MA - Jared Houghtlin, Brian Forfa, Don Lay, Raheem Ashley – “The Fast and the Cheddar”

3rd Place (tie): Reid Middle School, Pittsfield, MA – John Klein, Nick Argon – “Shrek II”


 and  Weebutuck Central School, Amenia, NY, Camille Roccanova


Craftsmanship 

1st Place: Lenox Memorial Middle & High School, Lenox, MA - Michael Lane, Colin Mizia, Mac Henry, Kevin McDaniel – “SS Stormers IV”

2nd Place: Herberg Middle School, Pittsfield, MA - Ryan Chojnowski, Quinton Smith, John Maloney  – “The Dew Machine”

3rd Place: Reid Middle School, Pittsfield, MA, Patrick Vonberg, Michael Cross

Innovation 

1st Place: Reid Middle School, Pittsfield, MA –  Lauren Trembley – “To Go #13”

2nd Place: Reid Middle School, Pittsfield, MA – Briana Flynn, Rebecca Barry, Desiree Giandina, Jessica Russo – “The Beach Bums”

3rd Place: Herberg Middle School, Pittsfield, MA – Dan Nesti, Justin Tatro

Speed 

1st Place: Reid Middle School, Pittsfield, MA – Ross Kittle, Joe Jennings – “The Revenge of the Duck”

2nd Place: Conte Middle School, North Adams MA - Chris Mowe, Alex Segala, Jeff Vecellio – “Nike” 
3rd Place: Reid Middle School, Pittsfield, MA – Patrick Sheehan, Joseph Racicot, William Wannamaker – “RAWS”


The Berkshire-Hudson JSS is an annual event. For more information about the Junior Solar Sprint or solar energy curriculum, contact Nancy Nylen or Amy Johns at CET, (413)-445-4556 ext. 14 or nancyn@cetonline.org.  CET is a community organization working with citizens and organizations to promote energy conservation and environmental education in western Massachusetts for almost twenty-seven years.  CET is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  
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