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Leeds presentation addresses a clean energy future - one community at a time 

Worrisome headlines related to energy consumption and the effects of burning fossil fuels have filled the front page over the last six months.  Recently, stories about the soaring cost of oil, severe hurricanes pummeling the southeast, the dangers of air pollution to young lungs, and scientists urging immediate action on global warming have been banner headlines.   

To explore potential solutions to these events, the Leeds Civic Association and the Center for Ecological Technology (CET) are co-sponsoring “Our Fragile Planet: Tapping the Potential of Renewable Energy.”  This forum will take place on Wednesday, October 20 at 7 PM at the JFK Middle School Community Room.  The presentation and discussion will place current events in the context of larger global climate changes and will explore how renewable energy is a necessity for restoring ecological equilibrium.  This event is a free and open to the public.

“As the problems with our over-use of fossil fuels have become more apparent, we need to explore what actions we can take to free ourselves from this dependence,” said CET’s Marketing Director, Peggy MacLeod. “The good news is that communities and individuals can embrace clean energy and reduce our overall energy use.  If we take these steps together, we begin to make a real difference.” 

Sue Carbin, a member of the Leeds Civic Association organizing committee, explained, “The Civic Association brings important topics to the community.  We wanted the public to have an opportunity to learn from local experts about the impact our energy decisions have at the community level.  CET can offer immediate actions that individuals and communities like Northampton can and should take to curb global warming and reduce pollution.”  

While many people have heard about climate change, “Our Fragile Earth: Tapping the Potential of Renewable Energy” will include current scientific information and will address some specific issues faced by communities in western Massachusetts.  Attendees will learn about ways individuals and the community as a whole can adopt affordable solutions that cumulatively can reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

CET is a non-profit energy and resource conservation organization that has created community-based energy efficiency and renewable energy solutions throughout western Massachusetts since 1976.  In 2003, CET began to offer GreenerWatts New England, a renewable energy choice that is available through Massachusetts Electric Company’s GreenUp program.  To learn more about GreenerWatts New England, contact CET’s Northampton office at 1-800-369-3333 or visit www.GreenerWattsNewEngland.com. CET receives funding from the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  

Other event co-sponsors include the Northampton Energy Resources Commission, the American Friends Service Committee, the Environmental Taskforce of the Hampshire Interfaith Council, and the Pioneer Valley chapter of the Business Alliance for Local Living Economies.
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