FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date: 

April 6, 2004

Contact:
Greg Federspiel, Lenox Town Manager, 413-637-5500
Wind Power Informational Meeting in Lenox

The public is invited to participate in an informational meeting, “Wind Power in the Berkshires: Focus on Lenox” at the Lenox Town Hall on Earth Day, Thursday evening, April 22nd.  A reception with light refreshments and informational tables will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the forum will be from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  The meeting is free, and is sponsored by the Lenox Environmental Committee, Berkshire Renewable Energy Collaborative and the Center for Ecological Technology (CET) with support from the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MTC) Community Planning Initiative. 

In recent months, there has been increased public interest in wind energy as local wind projects in various stages of planning and permitting have been in the news. At this public meeting, community members can learn more about wind technologies, how they work, their environmental benefits and impacts.  There will be time for questions specific to wind projects in the Berkshires and the potential for wind power in Lenox. 
Sally Wright, from the University of Massachusetts Renewable Energy Research Laboratory will discuss the status of wind technology, the environmental and economic benefits, and siting issues related to wind power development.  Kristen Burke will describe the MTC Community Wind Initiative, which provides technical assistance to towns and cities in Massachusetts who are investigating the feasibility of wind projects on municipal land. Greg Federspiel, Lenox Town Manager, will make a brief presentation about the potential for Lenox to participate in the Community Wind Initiative. 

“We are looking at a municipal wind project consisting of a single turbine to provide power for Lenox’ water treatment plant,” said Lenox Town Manager Greg Federspiel.  “The Selectmen and Environmental Committee have endorsed investigating this possibility, as a first step in finding ways to generate more of our electricity from clean, renewable energy sources.”


“The forum is extremely timely, as we are experiencing increased interest and activity related to wind energy projects in the Berkshire region,” said Nancy Nylen, Center for Ecological Technology. “This session will provide objective information about wind technology as well as up-to-date information and dialogue to help residents make thoughtful and informed decisions about the potential for wind in their community.  We urge residents of Lenox and the surrounding communities to come learn and ask questions first-hand, about wind power in our area.”



For further information, please contact the Lenox Selectmen’s office at 413-637-5500 or go to www.cetonline.org/Events/events.htm.  
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