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Reduce waste this holiday season

Americans produce an estimated extra one million tons of waste every week between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day.  This translates to an extra 5 million tons of waste added to landfills and combustion facilities.  Much of all this waste comes from cards, wrapping paper and product packaging. If every American family wrapped just three presents with reused materials, it would save enough paper to cover 45,000 football fields. 

The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) is now working in schools and with the Town of Lee to demonstrate unique ways to reduce waste during the holidays such as how to make cards, gifts and wrapping paper out of recycled and reused materials.  Some ideas are to wrap the gift with part of the gift itself (like a scarf or necktie or pillowcase) and to give less packaged gifts like movie, theatre or concert tickets. 

CET has produced a ReWrap brochure that shares these and other environmentally friendly gift-wrapping techniques as well as creative and fun gift ideas.  The brochure is available online at www.cetonline.org, or contact Shannon McDonough at shannonm@cetonline.org  or 413-445-4556, ext 17 and ask for a printed copy.

This project is funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development. 

CET is a non-profit organization working in the fields of energy efficiency, renewable energy, waste management and environmental education. CET provides practical solutions that make sense for our community, economy and environment. CET is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
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