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Solar and green buildings open for viewing – October 2

The Williamstown Elementary School, Adams Visitors Center, Berkshire Museum, Darrow School, Privacy Campground and seven Berkshire homes, are among the solar and “green” buildings open to the public on Saturday, October 2nd.  Visitors will get a first hand view of energy systems, and a tour of the buildings to learn what it means to live or work in a building that has been designed with the environment in mind. 

On Saturday, October 2nd, environmentally sound homes and buildings across the country will open their doors to the public as part of the American Solar Energy Society’s National Tour of Solar Homes.  In New England, the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (NESEA) is organizing events and the Berkshire area tour is coordinated by the Center for Ecological Technology (CET).  Some of the open-house locations have limited hours, so visitors can find more details at NESEA’s website: www.nesea.org/buildings/openhouse or by calling CET at 413-445-4556 ext 14 for details and directions. 

A Preview of Open House Sites

Congdon residence, 465 Swamp Road, Richmond 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.:  This 200-year old Early American cape showcases solar electric panels and a solar domestic hot water system mounted on the roof as well as a 2 kW ground-mounted system consisting of two 1 KW pole-mounted photovoltaic arrays.  Each array can be connected to the grid or can feed into a battery bank. To maximize the benefits of their solar power, the Congdons have installed energy efficient lights and appliances and instantaneous hot water. 

Clark residence, 641 Kirschner Road, Dalton, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.:  Built in 1985, this contemporary home features passive solar gain, solar hot water, radiant heat, thermal mass to store and release heat, and high levels of insulation.

Knowles residence, 11 Pine Knoll Road, Lenox, 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. The Knowles home features a newly installed 2-kW photovoltaic system.  This contemporary home also includes passive solar design features to help heat the home and bring in natural light. 

Berkshire Museum, 39 South Street, Pittsfield, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Pick up information at the front desk and learn about the photovoltaic array that powers the spotlights on the kiosk in front of the Museum. The PV system has a peak output of 360 watts, and electricity is stored in six 12-volt batteries for nighttime use. The kiosk is designed to provide four hours of light each night under typical cloudy New England conditions and is complemented by a PV-powered, low-level lamppost, which uses solid-state white LEDs. 

Darrow School, Rt. 20, New Lebanon, NY, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m  The Samson Environmental Center at Darrow School was designed to fit aesthetically within its location at the historic Mount Lebanon Shaker Village while performing as a responsibly-constructed and energy-efficient modern building. Watch the Living Machine wastewater treatment greenhouse, which processes up to 8,500 gallons of wastewater daily.  In 2003, a 2kW solar-photovoltaic array installed. Additional green building features include certified wood & rescued submerged timbers, motion-sensing lights, low-flush toilets, and temperature-activated ventilation.
Cohen-Sacks residence, 732 N.Main Street, Lanesboro, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. This historically accurate "Greek Revival" home was designed to benefit from the best of traditional and recent house-building design and technology.  The house has a timber frame constructed of local oak, hemlock and cherry and handcrafted with traditional mortise-and-tendon joinery.  That frame is enclosed with an innovative exterior-wall system that provides excellent insulation.  Areas with high ceilings are efficiently heated and cooled using non-convection systems.  Other interesting features include a pre-cast concrete foundation, steel framing, open-web wood joists, raised heel roof trusses, fiber-cement clapboard siding with recycled trim.  This home is nearing completion, and was built to comply with Energy Star standards.

Privacy Campground, 2458 Hancock Road),Williamstown, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  A self-standing, self-regulating hydropower plant is the major attraction at this site. Gravity-fed and using no pumps, it produces enough power to run a campground, home and workshop.  Visitors will also see a solar hot water system, small wind turbine, and solar wood shed. Owner Andre Rambaud reports that his monthly electric bill is only $6.60, which is the charge for reading the meter. 

Williamstown Elementary School, 115 Church Street, Williamstown, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hourly tours at the Williamstown Elementary School, which opened in 2002, will highlight the school’s many green building features. In October, 2003 a 24-kilowatt photovoltaic (solar electric) system was installed that will produce approximately 30,000 kilowatt hours of electricity each year. “Green” features include siting to take advantage of solar gain, high efficiency windows and lighting, a heat recovery ventilation system, energy efficient heating and cooling, placement of windows to maximize natural light, and floor coverings made from natural and recycled materials. View the performance of the solar panels or take a green school tour at www.williamstownelementary.org.

Habitat for Humanity home, Hall Street, Williamstown, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Nearby on Hall Street in Williamstown, an Energy Star® home is nearing completion.  This home was the result of a partnership between the Northern Berkshire Habitat for Humanity and Williamstown Rural Lands foundation.  Designer Anne McCallum worked with students of McCann Vocational Technical School to design an energy efficient home to reduce the owner’s living expenses. Berkshire Photovoltaic Services donated labor to install a 2 kW photovoltaic system.  The system was donated to Habitat by RWE Schott Solar, Inc. of Billerica, MA.  Under Paul Austin’s supervision, more than 120 volunteers provided 4000 hours of labor to build the compact, comfortable and affordable home.

Pethica – Case residence, 401 Pine Cobble Road, Williamstown, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. This new home, completed in 2004, features a newly installed 1 kW photovoltaic system.  The center-gable, south facing colonial home is oriented to take advantage of the sun.  Look for the 2004 Prius parked in the driveway as well. 

Adams Visitors Center, 3 Hoosac Street, Adams, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. This new $2.5 million dollar facility features a computer controlled geothermal heating and cooling system. Pipes reach 300 feet underground to pump ground water, which is at a constant year round temperature, for temperature control. Additional energy saving features include daylighting and lighting controls. The building houses a Visitor Center and the Berkshire Visitors Bureau headquarters. The Visitor Center features audiovisual presentations, photographs and displays, and information on local attractions, events and businesses. 


To find out more about the green buildings tour and to obtain directions to the homes on the tour, visit the NESEA website: http://www.nesea.org/buildings/openhouse.   For more information locally, call the Center for Ecological Technology (CET) at 413-445-4556 ext 14, visit http://www.cetonline.org/Events/events.htm#Solar or stop by CET, at 112 Elm Street in Pittsfield, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  A booklet with building descriptions and directions is available from CET upon request. 

CET, a non-profit environmental and resource conservation organization, coordinates activities of the Berkshire Renewable Energy Collaborative, a group of educators and environmental and business leaders committed to increasing energy efficiency and the responsible use of renewable energy technology in the Berkshire region. Funding for this event is from the U.S. Department of Energy and the Massachusetts Renewable Energy Trust.  CET is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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