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November 30, 2004

Contact:
Amy Johns, CET 413-445-4556 ext. 14

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CET Collects 53,305 Pounds of Computers 
            Over 53,000 pounds of computers, monitors, keyboards, and mice were collected during a computer recycling event held by the Center for Ecological Technology (CET), in partnership with the City of Pittsfield, Lenox Environmental Committee, Lee Recycling Committee and Southern Berkshire Solid Waste Management District.  The collection was held on Saturday, November 6 at the Pittsfield DPW yard.  Over 430 households from Pittsfield and the southern Berkshires brought computers and computer parts to the event.  


The collected computers and monitors will be disposed of in ways that don’t pose risks to human health or the environment. Working computers and monitors are cleaned of all remaining data and sold, often in developing countries where new equipment isn’t affordable.  Non-working equipment is separated into components, which are either re-used or recycled.  Recycling of electronics prevents release of toxic heavy metals in to the environment, creates jobs, and reduces the need for mining of new materials.    


A single computer monitor contains 4 to 8 pounds of lead.  Keeping lead out of the trash is part of a larger strategy to reduce children’s exposure to lead.  Lead has been linked to decreases in children’s intelligence, reading difficulties and increased violent behavior among teens.  Computer components contain mercury, a neurotoxin, and brominated flame retardants, which have been banned by certain European countries due to the growing evidence that these chemicals can mimic human hormones and potentially disrupt the thyroid’s ability to control brain development.  

This one-time free collection was possible through generous funding from Dell Inc, in partnership with the National Recycling Coalition (NRC).  CET is one of 20 community partners from across the country selected to work with Dell and the NRC to address the challenge of electronic waste.  For more information about electronics recycling, contact Amy Johns at CET, 413-445-4556 ext. 14 or amyj@cetonline.org.    


For those who missed the computer recycling collection and who have computer equipment they no longer want, there are drop off sites for electronics recycling in Berkshire County.  Most charge a fee to cover their costs.  Please call for hours and fees.  Goodwill Industries of the Berkshire accepts computers and televisions for recycling at their location at 158 Tyler Street in Pittsfield (442-0061) and 150 Howland Street in Adams (743-8092).  The towns of Becket, Egremont, Great Barrington, Monterey, Otis, Sheffield, Stockbridge and Washington offer computer recycling at their transfer stations.  Other town may offer similar services; call your town hall for more information.      


CET is a non-profit community organization active in the fields of energy and resource conservation and waste management with offices in Pittsfield and Northampton, and is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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