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WMECO Incentives for Farms

Installing more efficient equipment is always a good idea, but the cost can be an issue.  Western Massachusetts Electric Company offers some financial incentives to help farmers make changes and control their energy costs.  If your farm is in the WMECO service territory, you may be eligible for rebates on certain electrical upgrades.
Variable speed drives for milking systems could qualify for incentive payments of 50% of the installed cost under the energy conservation programs administered by the Western Massachusetts Electric Company (WMECO).  Each application is individually evaluated and must meet an eligibility cost effectiveness test of lifetime electric energy savings compared to the total cost.  

Three phase motors that meet the eligibility requirements can also qualify for an incentive.  The incentives range from $45.00 on a 1 hp motor, to $117.00 for a 25 hp motor, all the way up to $700.00 for a 200 hp motor, depending on the type of motor purchased. Before you replace a motor, look into rebates that might be available to you. 

Lighting upgrades are eligible for rebates. In general, the rebate is available if:

· The new lights are U.L. listed

· There is at least a 10% system wattage reduction and the fixtures are hard-wired. Screw-ins don’t qualify.

· The new lights are used indoors Outdoor lighting is not eligible. 

Conversions to cost saving T8 lights can either be a total fixture replacement or a lamp and ballast upgrade.

Custom Measures WMECO may also provide incentives for measures that meet cost-effective guidelines. This may include rebates for the installation of Plate Coolers. 
CET staff will help you with the process of applying for these rebates as needed. When you sign up for the Energy Assessment, a technical specialist will come to your farm at your convenience to assess the opportunities and assist you. 

The Center for Ecological Technology is a non-profit agency located at 112 Elm Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201.  Contact them at 413-445-4556 or visit their website at www.CETonline.org.  The Energy and Farm Sustainability Program is made possible by a grant from the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program.

