Questions and Answers about the Safe Disposal of P
Batteries o s

Why should we be concerned about battery disposal ?

Batteriesmay contain toxic metalssuch asmercury and cadmium. If * Buy products that don’t require

batterieswhich containthesemetalsend up inincinerators, themetasare batteries, such as kinetic watches

released into the air and from there can contaminatelakes and drinking and solar powered calculators.
water. If the batteriesend upinlandfills, the

heavy metalscan leach out into groundwater. ® Find out when your town has a
L ong term exposureto cadmium can causeliver collection for household hazard-
and lung disease. Mercury can cause damageto OuS waste or encourage your town
thehumanbrain, spina system, kidneysand liver officialsto schedule one.
and hasbeen linked to devel opmental and learn-

e Return car batteries for recycling.

ing disabilities. Consumerscan help protect Most service stations will accept
themselves and the environment by properly car batteries, especialy if you're
disposing of al typesof batteries (seechart). buying anew one from them.
Since 1994, most types of akalinebatteriesnolonger m
contain mercury, and can be disposed of inthetrash. ¢ The Rechargeable Battery

Recycling Corporation (RBRC)
can help you recycle your
rechargeabl e batteries, commonly
found in cordless power tools,
cellular and cordless phones, laptop

What' s the difference between batteries?

computers, camcorders, digital
Type of Battery: Common Uses: Recycling/Disposal: cameras, and remote control toys.
RBRC recyclesthefollowing
Button Hearing aides, watches, Return to point of battery chemistries: Nickel
cameras, calculators,  purchase (save receipt) or Cadmium (Ni-Cd), Nickel Metal
(Li-ion) and Small Sealed Lead*
i 9-volt, D, C, AA, AAA  Dispose of in trash. (Pp). Call (800) 8-BATTERY or
Alkaline * go to www.rbrc.org for collection
_ locations. Most Radio Shacks
Rechargeable Appliances, power Recharge, then recycle or serve as a collection point.
tools, camcorders, save for town hazardous
radios, cellular phones ~ waste collection days. /& E
Lithium AA, C,9-volt,foundin  Save for town hazardous m
computers and cameras. waste collection days.
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