Berkshire Bank

Berkshire Environmental School Teams (BEST)
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The Center for Ecological Technology (CET), with support from Berkshire Bank, is assisting teachers across Western Massachusetts in making their schools more ‘green’ while emphasizing tangible applications of math and science.  By using the school as a learning laboratory, students are actively engaged in learning about local, real-world environmental issues and solutions. CET works with school teams of staff and teachers to incorporate a comprehensive environmental program into the existing curriculum.  This innovative program is aligned with Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and learning standards for Math, Science and Technology.  Some of the topics students can explore within their school are recycling, energy conservation and renewable energy, as well as their contiguous school habitat. Students will garner the tools needed to further apply their knowledge to lessen the environmental impact of their schools, and in turn, their homes and communities.  

Our youth are inheriting significant environmental challenges that affect health, economy and ecology.  These include depletion and pollution of natural resources and changes in global climate. Educators have an opportunity and responsibility to prepare students to seek solutions through science-based information, analytical skills, understanding of technology and its impacts and to guide them through creative problem-solving approaches. Further, schools have the opportunity to serve as community models for wise and efficient use of natural resources.  Currently environmental education is treated as an “add-on” and not integrated into the core curriculum.  This program will help to strengthen the Math and Science curriculum at the elementary and middle school level, and serve as a connection to real-life applications.

The goals of the program are to:

· Educate children about environmental issues

· Develop lesson plans and activities that link to the MA Curriculum Frameworks

· Improve students’ performance in Science, Technology and Math

· Reduce the environmental impact of schools (greenhouse gas emissions, energy, waste)

· Reduce operating costs for school districts

· Improve air quality of indoor school environment

Each partner school will select the grade(s), subject area(s) and school operational priority (e.g. recycling, solar, efficiency, habitat).  The school will establish a “team” that includes teachers, administration and custodial or other key staff to help implement programs.

CET will provide science-based information and activities, technical expertise and coordination.  CET will tailor a menu of services to the needs and interests of each school partner, including: classroom presentations, teacher training sessions, sample lesson plans, field trips, and assistance in implementing recycling, energy efficiency and renewable energy programs at the school.  

The Berkshire Bank BEST program began with three pilot schools.  Each year, additional schools apply to become environmental school partners.  These schools form the foundation network of learning institutions that will establish a cooperative resource for future learning and training opportunities.

School Partners – 2007/2008 Academic Year:

Conte Middle School – North Adams

Lanesborough Elementary School - Lanesborough

Undermountain Elementary School – Sheffield

Funding and Sustainability:  

CET is working with 3 school partners in 2007, and will expand the program to include new school partners each year.  Partnerships are designed to have a commitment of a minimum of 3 years.  In the first year, Berkshire Bank will assist CET and school partners by covering costs for CET services and school-partner expenses.

In each following year, three new school partners will be added and fully funded for the first year.  A budget will be developed for each returning school with the school responsible for 50% of the yearly budget.

Topic Areas:

· Waste Management (recycling, composting, waste reduction, toxics use reduction)

· Energy (efficiency, renewable energy, climate change)

· Habitat (water resources, biodiversity)

CET Activities & Services:

· Teacher training sessions & integrating concepts into curriculum

· In-service training days

· Graduate level course in partnership with MCLA – June 2007

· Sample lesson plans

· Classroom presentations and activities (sample)

· Waste Management:  Waste audit, papermaking, recycling 

· Energy:  Energy audit, introduction to renewable energy, efficiency

· Habitiat:  Inventory of species, documentation of changes over time, watershed 

· Events

· Junior Solar Sprint

· Science Fair

· Field Trips

· Youth Environmental Summit

· Technical Assistance (integrated into educational mission)

· Recycling Program Set-up

· Bid specs, logistics and equipment, sustainability, monitoring 

· Composting Program Set-Up

· Set-up of program and use of compost

· Energy Efficiency

· Identify needs (school audit), costs, savings, action plan, assist with grant proposals

· Renewable Energy

· Identify opportunities, costs, savings, action plan, assist with grant proposals

· Habitat

· Biodiversity and watershed mapping assistance

School Activities & Commitment:

· Identify interests/needs

· Create a “team” of key staff (custodian, teacher, student)

· Apply to be a partner with three-year commitment

· Seek funding for 50% of program costs in years 2 and 3

For more information contact CET at 413-445-4556 ext. 25 or visit

www.cetonline.org







