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Residential International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) 2012 

 
The IECC 2012 goes into effect July 1, 2014. Do you know what it requires? 
 

1. Airtight construction and blower door test: The IECC 2012 requires a continuous air barrier throughout the 
building envelope with specific air sealing requirements for 15 different components of the house. It also requires 
that all new homes receive a blower door test by a Home Energy Rater or other certified technician to 
demonstrate that the home has a maximum air leakage rate of 3.0 ACH50 (Air Changes per Hour at 50 Pascals 
(ACH50).  
 

2. Tight ductwork and duct leakage test: The IECC 2012 requires duct systems to be tightly sealed with mastic or 
equivalent sealant and that it be tested for leaks if any of the duct system is located outside the thermal envelope 
of the home. Duct leakage testing must be performed by a Home Energy Rater or other certified technician to 
demonstrate that the duct system has a maximum leakage rate of 4.0 CFM/100 ft

2
 (if the air handler has been 

installed) or 3.0 CFM/100 ft
2
 if the air handler has not yet been installed.  

 

3. Continuous ventilation and airflow test: The IECC 2012 requires all new homes to have a continuously 
operating ventilation system to provide fresh air to the house and its occupants. There are a variety of 
requirements for the ventilation system, including the amount of airflow, acceptable noise levels, allowable inlet 
locations, and homeowner documentation. The code also requires that a Home Energy Rater or other certified 
technician test the airflow of the ventilation system to ensure that it meets the code requirements.  
 

4. Increased insulation requirements: The IECC 2012 has a variety of requirements for increased insulation, 
including R-3 domestic hot water pipe insulation, R-49 attic insulation, and either R-15 foundation wall continuous 
insulation or R-19 foundation wall insulation between studs.  
 

5. High efficacy lighting: The IECC 2012 requires 75% of the lighting in new homes to be high efficacy lighting, 
such as LEDs or CFLs.  

 
 
Register for one of our IECC 2012 Overview Workshops 
Come to one of our two-hour residential IECC 2012 Overview Workshops, which will be held at EcoBuilding Bargains at 
83 Warwick Street in Springfield, Mass. Register today!  
 
 
Contact us to schedule a meeting, blower door test, duct leakage test, or ventilation airflow test 
Do you have a specific project you are building that you want to get our help on? Give us a call at 413-586-7350 x242 or 
an email at greenhome@cetonline.org and we can set up a meeting to review your plans or a field appointment to perform 
blower door, duct leakage, or ventilation airflow testing. For best results, contact us prior to starting construction so that 
we can help you plan how to meet the requirements and avoid a test failure and costly retrofit just before seeking a 
certificate of occupancy. 
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