
CARBON CONSCIOUS 
BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT

The race to decarbonize your business is on.



Importance of Decarbonization
According to the most recent International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, 
limiting warming to 1.5°C involves rapid, deep, and immediate greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions in all sectors this decade. The report further states that every 
increment of global warming will increase concurrent hazards, which include human 
mortality, diseases, mental health challenges, flooding, biodiversity loss, and decreased 
food production among others.

About
With commercial and residential buildings producing 30% of U.S. greenhouse 
gas emissions, decarbonizing is essential to meeting our climate goals. CET 
is proud to present the Carbon Conscious Business Achievement, aimed at 
recognizing and celebrating the efforts of businesses committed to reducing 
their carbon footprint.

Read on to learn about the importance of decarbonization, CET’s mission to 
support you in this endeavor, a roadmap to become carbon conscious, and 
instructions for accreditation.



CET’s Mission
At CET, we envision a world that has embraced and advanced just and resilient climate 
solutions. Our mission is to innovate, implement, and scale the environmental solutions that 
communities need to thrive.

We’re partners in decision 
making, finding contractors 
and service providers, and 

accessing incentives

We reduce 
100K lifetime 

tons of carbon 
emissions 
annually

We keep 30K 
tons of waste 
out of landfills 

annually

We work 
collaboratively 

with 25K 
residents and 

businesses 
to reduce 

carbon 
emissions

Benefits of Decarbonization
1.	 Mitigating Climate Change: When you decarbonize, you reduce the amount of greenhouse 

gas emissions, which slows the rate of global warming and its associated impacts. 

2.	 Cost Savings: Many of the measures that reduce carbon emissions also save on operating 
costs. We’ll help minimize upfront costs by right-sizing solutions and connecting you with 
incentives. 

3.	 Enhanced Reputation & Brand Value: Consumers, investors, and stakeholders increasingly 
prioritize sustainability. We can’t wait to spotlight the ways you’re helping to embrace and 
advance resilient climate solutions. 

4.	 Regulatory Compliance: By proactively decarbonizing, you can ensure compliance with 
existing and future regulations, avoiding potential fines, penalties, and legal risks. 

5.	 Employee Engagement & Talent Attraction: Employees increasingly seek purpose-
driven work and employers committed to sustainability. By prioritizing decarbonization, 
businesses can improve employee morale, attract top talent, and foster a culture of 
innovation and environmental stewardship. 

6.	 Improved Public Health & Well-Being: Reducing carbon emissions can lead to 
improvements in air and water quality, as well as reductions in pollution-related health 
problems, making it good for your business and community.



Qualifying for the Achievement
The Carbon Conscious Business Achievement serves 
as a symbol of excellence in sustainability. To qualify for 
the award, your business must demonstrate a strong 
commitment to decarbonization through measurable actions 
and outcomes.

As part of your decarbonization plan, CET may help facilitate no-cost 
assessments through Mass Save, RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts, 
a Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) 
program, the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection, or other affiliated entities.

	★ 1 Star 
Complete 15% of identified measures 

	★ 2 Stars 
Complete 65% of identified measures 

	★ 3 Stars 
Complete 90% of identified measures



Resilient Climate Solutions
The Carbon Conscious Business Achievement 
represents a milestone in recognizing and celebrating 
businesses’ efforts to combat climate change and 
embrace sustainability. By fostering a community 
of carbon-conscious enterprises, we can drive 
meaningful change and create a more resilient and 
sustainable future for generations to come.

Carbon Conscious
Achievement Recognition

	★ Listed on CET’s Carbon Conscious Business list
	★ Window decals for your business to showcase your 
achievement

	★ Table tents for your business to showcase 
your achievement and educate customers on 
decarbonization

	★ A spotlight on CET’s social media reaching over 20K people
	★ Listed in CET’s annual Carbon Conscious Newsletter reaching over 10K subscribers
	★ Content for your own social media platforms
	★ A digital seal for your website

Working with Us
Ready to embark on your journey towards carbon consciousness? CET offers personalized, 
no-cost assistance and support. Whether you require guidance on implementing sustainable 
practices, accessing resources, or navigating the accreditation process, our dedicated team is 
here to help. Here are just a few examples of solutions CET can help you implement:

•	 Building weatherization
•	 Electrification of heating systems
•	 Source reduction of wasted food
•	 Implementing donation programs
•	 Staff training and resources to assist with operational changes

Contact us today to join the ranks of carbon-conscious businesses leading the way towards a 
sustainable future.



Carbon Conscious 
Roadmap for Businesses
Navigating the path toward carbon consciousness can be daunting. To facilitate 
this journey, CET will provide a comprehensive roadmap to help you sequence 
and prioritize actionable steps. From energy efficiency measures to renewable 
energy adoption and waste reduction strategies, the roadmap will be your guide 
for systematically reducing your business’s carbon footprint, while enhancing 
operational efficiency and cost effectiveness. 

ASSESSMENT
 

Meet with CET energy 
and waste experts to 
uncover existing and 
new decarbonization 
opportunities for your 

business.

PLAN
 

CET experts develop 
a customized action 

plan outlining relevant 
measures that cut 

carbon. 

IMPLEMENTATION
 

We’ll work with you every 
step of the way to implement 
measures and connect with 

service providers. 



IMPLEMENTATION
 

We’ll work with you every 
step of the way to implement 
measures and connect with 

service providers. 

ACHIEVEMENT 
You’re a Carbon Conscious 
Business! You can receive 
1, 2, or 3 stars depending 

on the number of measures 
implemented. 

CELEBRATION
 

No matter where you are in 
your journey, we’ll celebrate 
with you! Your achievement 

includes marketing 
opportunities, window decals, 

and table tents. 

Mallory Geresy, Zero Waste Manager 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden



(413) 586-7350 

cet@cetonline.org 

cetonline.org


